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When eleven climbers died on K2 on August 1, 2008, it was a stark reminder that the world's

second-highest mountain has, for more than a century, been regarded as the most difficult and

dangerous of allâ€•for every four people who reach the top, one dies in the attempt. K2, The Savage

Mountain tells the dramatic story of the 1953 American expedition, led by Charles S. Houston, when

a combination of terrible storms and illness stopped the team short of the 28,251-foot summit. Then

on the descent, tragedy struck, and how the climbers made it back to safety is renowned in the

annals of climbing.  K2, The Savage Mountain captures this sensational tale with an unmatched

power that has earned this book its place as one of the classics of mountaineering literature.
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A riveting read, this book chronicles the 1953 Third American Karakoram Expedition. The authors,

members and integral part of that illustrious team of eight expeditioners, regale the reader with their

account of the tragic circumstances with which they were faced while attempting to summit K2, a

five mile high mountain, second only to Everest in height but infinitely more perilous to ascend.The

book recounts the myriad of detail which went into the formulation of that expedition, from the

selection of its respective team members to the type and quantity of supplies necessary for such an

ambitious endeavor. The book, in fact, includes a series of appendixes which lists in minute detail a

day to day travel chronology of the expedition, a list of all equipment necessary, the breakdown of

the various foods taken, the medical supplies needed for the venture, and a list of financial costs

and transport requirements. In short, it provides everything one may have ever wanted to know



about what goes into mounting an expedition. Nostalgia buffs, as well as climbing enthusiasts, will

revel in the plethora of information!The book also grounds the reader in the historical, as well as

geographical, pedigree of K2 and the challenges which it has presented over time. It recounts the

previous reconnaissances and expeditions which had traveled to the environs of K2. Interestingly

enough, on this expedition, unlike prior ones, Hunza mountain porters from a small border state in

northern Pakistan, rather than Sherpas, were employed, due to the prevailing political winds of the

time.The journey of the expedition over the remote and primitive reaches of the then infant country

of Pakistan is a death defying venture in and of itself.
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